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Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: Keystone Sanitation Landfill Site - OU-2 Sampling

DearMaiy:

Enclosed please find copies of articles from the June 13, 1996 Baltimore Sun
(Carroll County edition) and Jhe July 10, 1996 Gettysburg Times recently forwarded to
me in which Chris Corbett is quoted as saying that Keystone Sanitation t*™Hsn OU-2
sampling has shown "additional homes that have been impacted by contaminates (sic)
that are related to the landfill," that "(t]hose homes are near me landfill, and a direct
connection to the Superfund site is likely, because those contaminates (sic) were found at
the landfill,", and that "fl]fs a direct correlation.. .[between] contaminants in the off-site
wells (and) the on-site wells.11 Mr. Corbetfs comments apparently were based upon the
latest round of residential well sampling which, according to the summary information
you forwarded to me on June 27, indicated one residential well with a very low level of
vinyl chloride and two .other residential wells showing trace amounts of
pentachlorophenol ("PCP"). ! Mr. Corbett apparently believes that these data suggest
"mounting evidence that contamination [has] moved off-site."

My clients and I were very surprised and dismayed to read these press accounts. I
understand that on July 11. 1996 Mr. Corbett personally advised ttMMMHBfe
•̂••Bfeghe Noels' tenants' and the occupants of the home with the well reported by

' EPA to exhibit the highest level of PCP, that a re-test two weeks earlier showed no trace
/ .
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of PC? in their well. Mr. Corbett reportedly told Mr. and Mrs. ̂Ĥ  &st their
drinking water was fine and that they could discontinue using the bottled water ha had
recommended alter the March 1996 sample indicated the presence of PCP. Despite this
apparent acknowledgment that .there was no PCP problem at the VHBfe residence.
Mr. Corbett either forgot to mention this important piece of information to the Gettysburg
Times reporter or was misquoted. In either event, the article is very misleading, and I
respectfully request that EPA provide a full explanation to my client and to the
Gettysburg Times so that this apparent misinformation will not alarm the public and
create unwarranted anxiety for my clients. *

In addition, Mr. Corbett apparently stated to the media that PCP had been found
by EPA in groundwater at the Keystone Sanitation Landfill in earlier testing. I have
carefully reviewed the My, 1990 Remedial Investigation ("RJ") and the September 30,
1990 Record of Decision for the Keystone site and find no reference to pentachlorophenol
or PCP- in any residential or monitoring well even though at least 42 wells were tested as
part of the RI, nor was it identified as a contaminant of concern at the site. Please advise
what other data, if any, EPA has collected "from the landfill" that shows PCP to be
originating from waste contained at the site so that my clients can better understand Mr.
Corbetfs concerns and take any necessary action with regard to their tenants' wells.

It is interesting that neither of the enclosed newspaper articles mentions mat the
one well located nearly one-half mile from the landfill in which vinyl chloride was
reportedly detected in the; March 1996 sampling round is: (1) side-gradient to the
documented direction of ground water flow (southwest to northeast); and (2) more distant
from the landfill than at least three intervening residential wells (RW-04, RW-11 and
RW-Q7), that apparently did 'nfiS have any detections of vinyl chloride. Ssfl enclosed
Halliburton NUS chart entitled "Keystone Landfill Residential Wells Sampled During
October 1995 - December 1995 and March 1996 Sampling Events." Moreover.
according to the summary information you forwarded to me on June 27, not oust of the

'Although ±9 BaMmora Sun article- briefly notes dial "[ijha chemicals did not appear in detectable levels
la follow-up tests.* it and Mr Coibetft statements focus upon tfa« March 1996* test rtjuttswhich_
Mr. Corbca apparently believed had been superceded when h« recommended That i
discontimwtheiruM of bottled wafer on Jun« 11.
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other 67 residential wells tested during five rounds of sampling data collected over the
past two years has indicated elevated levels of vinyl chloride. This one detection,
apparently not replicated in follow-upsampling, appears to be an anomaly and may be
related to any plastic well casing or piping that is associated with this new residence.
Please explain how EPA could report to the press that "a ldirect connection to the
Superfund site is likely" (emphasis added) from this one sample, when so much more
evidence contradicts this conclusion.

Your June 27 letter provided certain information about EPA's OU-2 residential
sampling, including results from the March 1996 sampling round which reported PCP in'
MBHIHMM||Bpp weU (RW-13). Although we understand that Mr. Corbett
advised thê £̂l0more than two weeks earlier (on June 11,1996) that confirmatory
sampling had demonstrated(that the water was safe to drink, your letter makes no mention
of that very relevant piece of information. In addition, your letter did not transmit the
"original laboratory data" that I had requested earlier by telephone. Please advise
whether all laboratory information, .which would include original laboratory data sheets,
duplicate and field blank sample results and data validation reports, are available in the
community repositories and distributed at the Task Force meetings, as your June 27 letter
implies. Please note that I have been advised that the Keystone Remediation Committee's
consultant (EA Engineering. Science and Technology) was not present at the July 11
Task Force meeting and therefore did not hear Mr. Corbett's remarks and did not receive
the residential well sampling information you forwarded on June 27. If the "original
laboratory data" is not available at. the repository, I hereby request that all such
information regarding the three residential well samples discussed in the enclosed
newspaper articles, including the March 1996 sampling round and all follow-up or
confirmatory samples analyzed for these wells, be provided to me as soon as possible. If
necessary, please treat this request under the Freedom of Information Act Please call to
advise where and when this dak can be reviewed and/or picked up.

As I mink you will agree, my clients have cooperated with all of EPA's requests to
sample their tenants' residential wells,; the Buchart-Hom wells and your recent request to
sample the "K" wells, all of which on the Noels' property. It is my understanding that
your June 27 letter agrees to release the results of these recent sampling efforts to me, on
behalf of my clients, at the same time as they are provided to the Task Force. If mis
information does not include the original laboratory materials, including data validation
reports, I request that such information;be provided simultaneously so that our
consultants can quickly evaluate its validity and be prepared to respond to EPA's
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characterizations of the data as it is presented to the Task Force and/or the media.
Moreover, I think it is only fair that when well monitoring data or other technical
information is supplied to tha Task Force or media by Agency personnel, all currently
available and relevant information (including sample results tending to contradict the
proposition being presented) be provided so that the recipient can properly evaluate and
draw informed conclusions about the meaning of all of the data. Please confirm that the
Agency, will follow this practice in the future and place my name on EPA's notification
list for all future meetings of the Task Force.

I took the time to write this letter because of the gravity of this matter, and
because I could not reach you or Joseph Donavan (your supervisor identified in your June
27 letter) by telephone. I look forward to receiving copies of the original laboratory data
requested above and written assurances that the information in the enclosed articles will
be clarified by the Agency in written communications to the Task Force and. the affected
media. Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Very

Win. Roger

WRTVedf - i
Enclosures _ •
cc: Joseph -Donovan, Esquire

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Noel
Mr. Timothy Saylor
JohnE. Griffith, Jr., Esquire
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£ eYROBEATKOLT The cleanup plan will Include
g TUntt StajfVtriur , ____ rocomaendattona for projection
» <....,»« «i«t «« ••••*.—— of gtoundwaterajid. residents In| SILVER RUN, Wd.-Even*. Peinaylvaala and Maryland..
o i& cleanup design was reviewed There will-be various alter-
E Tuesday night for the Keystone natives that will be evaluated.*
*. Sanitation Co. landfill hesaid '
g Superfand «tet in Adams But even If the final report
g County,,« federal official said eomea out as planned early next
£ he will • recommend «ome year? it ̂yfc ^ toroe time
g cleanup olan for eurroandmg before any action occurs if the

r«sid«ntl«l areas. ^ proceas goes, at the pace aa
Christopher Corbeit. the cleanup at the landfill.

Environmental ^ Protection f̂  ĵ gc ĵj. |-otoe n̂ mbô
Agcnc/i KSC project engineer, got ̂ t̂ nrtt IQ̂  aj |W deejm
"J!.f̂Ml?ndSU:?.k '*S! for a treatment plant <hat will

U

, « • rfirmed ic 1890 there was off-
•itO

aite cô anination.- Corbett • WA
-What weVe aeon through °*>ertlioB by

are ralauxl to the landfill.' ho
- . •••' . - eaid. . ' • / ; ' : - • •

The tatest rounds of tarn.
pling shiywed a home with lev-
els of viiyl chloride, and two
homes showed new o(T-stte
traces af Pentachlorophenol
(PCP) at two homo. • ' • » • • . * • cThose homes are noar the *»« *«• «•»»«*.
landfill, aad a direct connection the meeting wfll be too late for
to the Supcrfund eito u likely. pvu*l???t;4 ' .\, ,because those contaminates But Corbett aaid some plans
were found at the landfill, he e*n b« adjusted to aocommo-

- (aid date publk concerns. .
The PCP level* at homes At ̂  **"&* tlme« ̂  ^^around the landfill is new, euyr- force ia opposing efforts by the • .

posting mounting evidence tHat I«dmi own* w to eliminat*
coataminMion moved off-site, plans to cap the wte.
Corbett said. The task ftrce is planning to
The EPA engineer said he is ««?d EPA officials a letter

not euro what will be reooro- today aaying they will agree to
mended Ift the clean-up plan a plan to delay capping the aitc.
that wiJl be released In But for that agreement, they
January c* February. want the landfill owners and
•When the proposed plan EPA will to provide alternative

comes out well have a cleanup water source* tuch as filters
pl«n«utKned." ho-said.-••:»:•' and- bottled -water and a buffer
Final *«mpling in residential tone for protecting residential

areas -Around the- lehdfill. area*.. : •
which k*s beon going on for Corbett said the best the
more thsn a year, should be landfill owners can hop* for is* a
dono in August. ' delay of capping the site.
Corbett said draft reports because a ea* on the landfill is

should be finished by late required by Pennsylvania cnvi- n D Q O li Q I It
November or early December. ronmental lawe. fl n 0 6 4 0 I H
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Charles Street.
are reasonable
"lords hare are

between, toxic chemicals
burled at the Supcrtund
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water supplies.
High levels of vinyl chlo-

ride turned up la one well
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past, the EPA and Pennsylvania PeataehlorophenoL which is
and Maryland health tff***3* have used In wood preservetivea, was
said that contaminants in weDs present to another weD at 25 times
near Keystone could have come the level that the EPA rates as
from other sources. tlaky for tap_water. That well is f̂gggEgajf-ĝ J.iIji jjw \ Tie Hampstesd

unanimously a
M.210,050 budget
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Improvement plan.
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the recent findings. Cor- nearthe landfill's eastern edge.
bett said, it's a direct correlation, At a third well near the land-
.We're seeing contaminants in the fill's northern border, penta- supply the affected bomeowaers
laff-sHeweflsthatarelntheon-sJte chlorophenol was; detected at with bottled water or wtfl filter* tf
êJli." . neatfr double the risk level, which follow-up'tests had shown the
f The contaminated wells are In EPA considers a kss-serious con- same results, CorbettsaJd.
fennsylyania. EPA officials would cero. V ' TOnot wrpdsia*wltira&e J *«Jget Includes
iot identlfr the property owners. Tfce government doesnt «gu- MW the Eê ne £ndSL tftaifa revenues dating to
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pat*."Seen notified of the test results.
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Jhe aeoon level in samples taken EeaitaDepartnent potential for transport. .. I thtajc
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iSchooI board rejects video, 2 pamphlets
'

'JBoard.from Pace U] provide infcrmation on preventing to students as the most
. ———————— pregnancy and diseaae. ate choke." In addition to the par*
•pamphlets also presume sexual •Obviously there are kids who ent panel, all parents are notified
activity, be said. For example, the are going to be sexually active.* when new materials come up tor
pamphlet for boys says to always Vflsh isjd. "But I don't think we review and can view them before
.assume your girlfriend is not using need to make them the focus of the schoolboard votes.
;blrthcontroL , theprocram." State law requires that parents
.-' There's a presumption of the At She board's request Gary be notified of family lift unit
."sex act" Stone said. Ounklcberger. assistant superin- classes and allows them to ex-
• i Baiiard said she voted against tendent. drafted tne abstinence chide their children. But In Car*
.the pamphlets because she policy in 198S when he was direc- roll, parents must request that
'' -jught they were too strong for tor of curriculum, their children participate in the
( jdie school. The pamphlets "We cannot choose to teach ab- classes and agn a permission

proposed for seventh grade, stinenc* only,* Ounldebergcr said. form. Nearly 100 percent of stu
isn said h< was less con- "We .ar* required by (Maryland dents take the courses. Dunkl«

jcerned about the pamphlet*, be- state law) to go beyond that, bergcrsaid.
lea use they are not u powerful as A Tfcat's rnlly what our policy says. >r--—•———————'——————~-
j;rideo. but h« supported Stone's I/you leek at «.• •—————~ fl R '•! 9 !i *̂  I fi
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